








THANK YOU! 
JOHNSON CITY DISTRICT 

 

    
 
Buffalo Mountain Camp celebrates sixty years of service to the churches and people of the Kingsport and 
Johnson City Districts. In 1949, the first campers came to the site that was donated by Mr. and Mrs. M.H. 
Allison on the slopes of Buffalo Mountain. Since that time thousands of lives have been touched in this 
beautiful setting with God’s love.  
 
Laughter and songs mingled with the rush of Ramsey Creek as camp was filled with children and youth this 
summer. Children enjoyed being outdoors in the glory of God’s creation. Young people grew in their faith 
in Christ. Plenty is happening at Buffalo Mountain Camp due to the generous support of our friends. We 
introduced children to the friendship of God in Jesus with the theme “No Greater Love – What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus.” We also helped them understand how God and others love them.  
 

 
Summer 2009 

 
This summer 642 children and youth attended camp. Of these, 42 made first time commitments 
and 128 recommitted their faith in some significant way. Summer staff totaled 44 young adults 
with 7 volunteer staff, and 12 ministers-in-residence. 
 

   
 

The new greenway trail from Allison Lodge to the lower end of camp is now complete! Children are 
walking along the creek in the woods instead of on the road. Progress on the new pool is proceeding with 
the architect and bids. Most of the funds for the new pool have been received from Munsey UMC in 
Johnson City. Limestone Cove UMC has given $28,500 in memory of Christopher King for the Climbing 
Tower. Cherokee UMC has committed to work on raising more funds for the Climbing Tower. Paul Martin, 
a member at Rogersville UMC, is donating plants and his expertise as a landscaper to make the grounds 
look good. Churches in both districts have given funds and are attempting to raise more for this campaign.  
 

Please come to the Sixtieth Anniversary Celebration on Saturday, Sept. 5th! 
You can learn more about it on our webpage:  www.buffalomountaincamp.org. 





The Coalition For Kids is honored to be celebrating eleven years of ministering to the 
children and families of our community! During the 2008-2009 school-year we operated SIX 
Awesome Kids Club Tutoring & Mentoring Program sites across Johnson City. We were able 
to touch the lives of more than 400 children! Consider this cameo moment as shared by our 
Fairmont Site Coordinator, Mrs. Hannah Garst:  
 

“Blake’s start to our program was different. His mom 
had just left him. His first month was beyond rough. 
Blake had a bad attitude and was not at all interested in 

participating. His actions were simply an expression of his pain. I tried several times to talk with 
him, but the same issues persisted. Then we started Scripture Thursdays. Every week we learned 
about a new Bible verse—what it meant, where it came from, and why it was important. Blake 
was determined to memorize and search the Scripture. He won 2nd place in Scripture 
memorization with 18 verses!” 
  

Our first annual Back2School Health Fair in August 2008 was a tremendous success! Over 300 
individuals from all over the Tri-cities area came out for this completely FREE event! 35 
different healthcare vendors performed more than 1000 critical health screenings!  
 

The 2008 Community-wide Fall Festival was phenomenal—despite the rain! Praise the Lord for a building that was bursting at the 
seams with all the fun we had going on! Whole families came out and enjoyed bouncing on the big inflatables, playing carnival 
games, and—of course—lots of candy while trunk-or-treating through our hallways!  
 

Christmas 2008 was a truly amazing experience! We partnered, once again, with Wal-Mart to host our second annual 
Shopping4Others Christmas event. On a Friday night a few weeks before Christmas, we took 81 of our Coalition Kids and over 150 
community volunteers shopping at the Browns Mill Road and West Market Street Wal-Mart stores in Johnson City. We had such an 
overwhelming volunteer response that we had nearly 2 volunteers for every child! Each pair was required to purchase a set of clothes, 

a small toy, and a Christmas gift for another family member.  Many of the children had never 
been able to purchase a gift for a loved one.  The excitement on their faces as they selected gifts 
for mothers, grandmothers, big brothers, or baby sisters was simply indescribable.  What better 
way to honor the gift we have been given in Christ Jesus than by giving our Coalition children 
the opportunity to give and bless someone they love? 
 

Our summertime Community Kids Activity Club is always a first choice for parents! This year’s 
summer Coalition Kids hit the ground running for 8 weeks of exhilarating activities!  The kids 
participated in community service projects, Vacation Bible School, weekly trips to the pool, and 
field trips to places like the Knoxville Zoo and the Gray Fossil Site and much, much more! 
 

This coming fall promises to be as fast-paced as the summer. We are tremendously excited 
about our newest satellite program site! The Coalition For Kids, Inc. is teaming up with Cherokee United Methodist Church to 
minister directly to the Hispanic children and families living in the Heritage Trailer Park Community in South Johnson City! 
 

The Coalition is a Christian organization—first and foremost. If we never look beyond impacting the lives of these children for a day, 
a month, or even an entire school-year, we have completely missed our mark. Through Christ and sharing God’s plan of salvation we 
have the opportunity to change lives for eternity.  
  

“I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand…in the 
gap on behalf of the land….” Ezekiel 22:30 (first part) 

 

In this passage, God is searching for a strong man—just one—who is so firmly 
rooted in his faith that he might stand in the gap before the Lord and thereby    
prevent the utter annihilation of wayward Israel. The driving force behind the   
Coalition For Kids hinges on this very point. For many of the children we 
serve, there is no one there to stand in the gap for them…no one to protect them 
from destruction. The first part of John 10:10 states that, “the thief does not 
come    except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.” Make no mistake, this is a 
war zone. Every single day, these children are fighting for their lives.   
  

Christ said, “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” (second part, John 10:10). This is not a 
battle we can win on our own. It takes everyone—staff, board members, volunteers, teachers, community members, and donors—
working together to reach the lost children and families in our community.  
  

We can never say it enough: THANK YOU for supporting us even in the small things. You allow us to say, “Let the children 
come,”—even in midst of an economic downturn.  




